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is made of Yew, and the Stone is not inferted into
the Handle at Right Angles, but makes an acute Angle
below towards the Hand; the Ufe of which appears
atfirft Sight. I am,

My LORD,
Zour moft obedient,
Humble Servant,

RoBErRT CORKE.

VI. A Letter from the Reva My.GriffithHughes,
Minifter of St. Lucy’s Parif in Barbadoes,
10 Martin Folkes, Efgq; Pr. R.S. concerning
a Zoophyton, fomewhat vefembling the
Flower of the Marigold.

SIR,

Réad Nov. Owever furprifing the Defcription
10. 1743. of a Flower, which I believe is in
Reality an Animal, may appear; yet we cannot,
without the higheft Arrogance, prefume to pre-
fcribe Limits to the Power of the ALMIGHTY,
who, for wife Ends, fometimes hides his Works in
fuch Darknefs, as to be concealed from the moft
exalted human Knowledge. There are no Ages paft,
in which freth and almoft numberlefs Inftances of his
wonderful Works have not difcovered themfelves.
And what, in ours, feems moft inexplicable, will,
poflibly, appear to Futurity, no more than the na-

tural
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tural Confequence of other Difcoveries then become
familiar.

The following Defcription of an Animal, which,
after Three Yecars repeated Obfervation, I always
found unvaried in its Appearance, had perhaps been
flill the Subje&t of my own filent Admiration, if I
had not been lately perfuaded by a worthy Member
of your Honourable SociETY to lay it before you,
as I now beg Leave to do.

At the North End of the Ifland of Barbadoes, in
St. Lucy’s Parith, is a Cave about 14 Feet long,
and 11 wide: Its Bottom is a Bafon always full of
tranfparent Salt-water, its greateft Depth about Three
Feet: In this Bafon there is a Stone of about Four
Feet long, and Three in Breadth, always covered
with Water. From fmall Holes in the Sides of this
Stone, at different Depths under Water, appear in full
Bloom, at all times of the Year, feveral feemingly
fine radiated yellow Flowers, with thick-fet diftinét
Petala *: Thefe Flowers, upon the Approach of my
Fingers, or when difturbed by any thing elfe that
came within Two or Three Inches of them, would
inan Inftant clofe all their Leaves together, and the
Flower, Stalk and all, would fhrink back into the
Cavity of the Stone : Yet, if undifturbed for the Space
of a few Minutes, they would again come in Sight,

* At firft Sight this Species of Animals greatly refembles the Flower
of the Marigold, but is of a paler yellow. I takeit to be afort of
Urtica marina, of which Gefner has given Defcriptions and Figures
in his Book de Aquatilibus ; but a Figure very nearly refembling this
above defcribed, is to be feen in Fobnflon, Hift. Nat, de Exangwibss
aquaticis, Tab, XVIIL C. M.

Hhhh 2 and
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and by degrees expand their Leaves, and appear in
their formcr Beauty. From fuchan Appearanceat firft
I could give it no other Name but that of a fenfitive
Flower s efpecially when 1 once faw feveral Szamina,
but without Apices, rife up from the Socket of the
Flower. Yet no fooner had thefe appeared to give me
the Idea of a perfect Flower, but that rcplctc with
Animal Life, if Motion, and a Capacity of Self-pre-
fervation may be called fuch ; thefe Claws, or Arms;
which I muft no longer call Stamina, darted from
-one Side of the Flowcr to another, and about its Verge,-
with a quick Motion; as if in Search of Prey. What
further confirmed me in this Opinion, was, that I ob-
ferved thefe Claws, when in Motion, to be jointed,

and that they would often clofe together, as {o many
Forcipes ; though their Appearance was but for a thort
time, foon retreating and difappearing again in the
Socket of the Flower. As this feems to- me, if it
is allowed to be an Animal, to be its manner of
taking its Prey, I leave it to the Judgment of others
to confider whether, as. thefe radiated Leaves can in
an Inftant clofe, with a firong elaftic Force, to avoid
Danger, they may notalfo when the Prey is broughe
within their Circle, be of Ufe to confine and fecure
it in their Embrace, till it is conveyed to the Mouth;
which I fuppofe to be in the Socket, of what I have
at firft called a Flower. The Top of the Stone, out
of which thefe feeming Flowers do grow, is covered
over with Clufters of Water-bottles, that refemble
unripe Grapes. Among thefe I found alfo feveral
fmall blue Flowers, rcfcmbuncr the yellow ones in
their Form and other Qualities.

~—Having
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——Having thus given you, Sir, the Defcription of
this furprifing Appearance, and that with the utmoft
regard to Truth, | beg Leave to fubfcribe myfelf,

S IR,
Mile-End, London, 2our moft obedient,
Nov. 3. 1743.
Humble Servant,

Griffith Hughes.
See Tas. 1. Fig. 1.

VII. A Letter from the Reverend Mry. Roger
Pickering, V. D. M. to Cromwell Mortimer,
M. D. Secr. R. S. concerning the Seeds of
Mufhrooms.

SIR, Deptford, OF. 31. 1743.

Read Nov. HE laft time but one I had the
1o 1743- Pleafure of your Company, I took
the Liberty of mentioning fome Conjectures of mine
upon the Propagation of Mufhrooms, together with
fome Obfervatiens; which I had already made. I was
always of Opinion, that thefc Plants had their Seeds,
as well as others; and attributed the not difcovering
it hitherto, to the Shortnefs of this Plant’s Duration,
and to its fucculent and loofe Contexture, whereby it
is liable to immediate Putrefaction from the leaft Al-
teration of Weather. 1 could no otherwife account
for the Method made ufe of by the Izalians, who
make Mufhroom-beds in their Cellars, with a Mix-
ture
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